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Suddenly she sat up, threw back her hair, looked at him
under eyebrows she had drawn down with her old seventy.
"I was hiding in the dark—the deep, private, secret
dark. Do you know why? Because there will be sun all dav
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"And all day we shall be together," he said.
"And it is summer still. The leaves have not begun to
turn on the trees," she answered. "Have you seen a yellow
leaf? Shall we look out of the window together and see
whether September is coming?" But she stretched out
her hand and laughed and seized his wrist. "No," she
said, "why should we look out?"
But the days were fast shortening, and Lewis, who had
been accustomed to spend one or two afternoons in each
sveek riding with van Leyden over his estates, heard him
grumble that the summer was over. "I hate the winter,"
he said, "it ties me to my desk and makes a clerk of me."
The foliage of the avenue was the first to change its colour,
but autumn spread to the little hills surrounding the lakes,
and one day, while Lewis and Julie were standing near
the boat-house, a fierce gust brought down a torrent of
leaves and the surface of the water was lively with a golden
fleet. The gold vanished, the sodden leaves drifted on for
a little while, a mottle of black on steel.
As though even the seasons were in haste, storms blew
through the sunshine of that autumn, and soon the pattern
of branches stood everywhere naked against the sky. No-
thing remained but the dark glitter of evergreens which
clacked and hissed as the breeze jostled them. At last the
winds ceased. The lakes were grey and dull and motion-
less, speckled with a sleety rain. In the early weeks of
December the earth was saturated by snow and thaw,
the sky, whether dark or pale, was unluminous, and all
the interior of the Castle—the rugs, the polished tables,
the gilt frames, the silver—seemed to have sunk into
a lethargy. Colour itself had fallen asleep. Shape was
emptied of its vitality. Furniture stood, dead, among
sombre shadows; one remembered its weight—neither

